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roads, which were not inferior to ours, as had been erro- 
neously stated — 46 were completed, and 137 either con- 
templated or in progress ; one was now projecting from 
Baltimore to the vale of the Ohio, which would be 330 
miles in length. The learned Professor concluded his in- 



teresting Lecture amid the plaudits of the highly respect- 
able assembly which rilled the room. 

At an adjourned meeting a lively discussion took pTace 
on the foregoing subjects, between Dr, Lardner and Mr. 
Vignoles, which we shall give in some future number. 




SESSIONS HOUSE AND JAIL, KILMAINIIAM. 



KILMAINHAM. 

Kilmainham and its vicinity was For centuries a place 
of great notoriety. At a very early period, (it is said as 
early as 606,) a priory was erected here by St. Magnend ; 
and afterwards, in the year 1 1 74, Strongbow established, 
on the site of the ancient building, a priory for Knights 
Templars, under the invocation of St. John the Baptist. 
The Institution of the order of Knights Templars was 
peculiarly calculated to suit the romantic and chivalrous 
age in which it arose, and so powerful was its influence, 
that during the 200 years which this order existed, it had 
actually acquired 16000 lordships. Their conduct, how- 
ever, afforded ample grounds to the avaricious and de- 
signing Philip of France, to impeach their reputation : 
and upon charges of sorcery, idolatry, and other dreadful 
crimes, to confiscate their estates and imprison their per- 
sons. Edward II. followed this example ; and after a 
solemn trial held in Dublin, before Friar Richard Balbyn, 
minister of the order of Dominicans, the Templars were 
condemned, but more in conformity with the general 
feeling of the rest of Europe, than from any evidence of 
their infamy. 

The lands and possessions of this priory were then be- 
stowed upon the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem by 
the Pope, and the grant confirmed by the king ; and it 
became an hospital for guests and strangers, to the com- 
plete exclusion of the infirm and sick, who had been 
always received by the Knights Templart. 

The County Gaol and Court-House, are now the most 
prominent objects in the view of Kilmainham ; and as 
these differ little from the generality of such buildings, 
we feel it unnecessary to occupy our space with any de- 
scription. Our engraving pourtrays them with sufficient 
accuracy. 



THE TOWN— AN UNPUBLISHED POEM, 

BY THE AUTH0KES3 OF " PSYCHE." 

The Rectory, Ardrahan, Nov. 5> 
My dear Sir— In turning over some old papers the" 
other day, I laid my hand upon a poem of the celebrated 
Mrs. Henry Tigbe, the much admired authoress of Psyche. 
It is written in imitation of Milton's L' Allegro; and, I 
have reason to believe, never has made its appearance in 
print. It is peculiarly interesting from the period ia 
which it was written— just the close of the last and be- 
ginning of the present century. Our Parliament was 
then sitting in College-green— Siddons, Kemble, and Ban- 
nister, were frequent in the Dublin engagements at Crow- 
street — and the eloquent Dean Kirwan, whose astonishing 
powers as a charity sermon preacher will never be forgot- 
ten by those who had the good fortune to hear him, was 
then pleading for the widow and the orphan, who were 
thrown destitute upon society by the fatal consequences 
of the rebellion of '98. These circumstances, so appro- 
priate to your valuable and national work, have induced 
me to send it to you. 

If its own internal evidence did not attest sufficiently 
its being the genuine production of its reputed author, I 
should merely add, that I happened to live in intimacy 
with the aunt of Mrs. Tighe. I had some taste for poetry, 
as a youth, at the time ; and the good old lady, (long since 
departed,) as a mark of occasional favour, used to permit 
me to copy some of her niece's beautiful productions 
from manuscripts written in the most extraordinary and 
correct hand I have ever seen. They were copied by a 
young orphan girl Mrs. Tighe had reared, and taught to 
act as an amanuensis. The lines were written after a 
winter of extreme gaiety passed in. Dublin, upon her 
return to her mother-in-law's solitary and gloomy man- 
sion at Rossanna, in the County of Wicklow. 



